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A contemporary Reconsideration on the Relationship
between Dao and Person in Laozi

LIN Guang-hua
( School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; The relationship between Dao and Person shows the diversity and complexity as persons are quite different in Laozi.
“Person” in Laozi mainly refers to four kinds of identities: the Saint, the Lord, the scholar and the common people. The Saint
is the personification of Dao; the Lord governs the state and needs to learn, know and obey to Dao; scholars are wise men who
stuady Dao and make their own judgment; common people are passive and their lives depend on the governing of the Lord. In
Laozi, “person” is seldom used in the universal sense. Today, our concern has changed from the special “person” to the uni-
versal “people” and the metaphysical Dao is comprehensive to everyone. People today not only obey to Dao, but also have the
right to know and to supervise the government. “People” truly lead their lives in an active manner, reduce the dependence on
the controller and play a more important role on the supervision of the controller.

Key words: Laozi; Dao; person; people
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On “Qing” in Yi Zhuan

ZHAO Fa-sheng
(Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: “Qing” in Yi Zhuan has different meanings in a positive way. “Qing” of Yao Tuan reflects all kinds of evolution and
law of Yao Xiang and Gua Xiang, expressing the Dao of heaven, earth and man. “Qing” of the universe is the nature and ulti-
mate essence of heaven and earth, well-known to the world due to the sage’s work of Xiang Ci. Consequently, “Qing”, in self,
has acquired more connotations to reveal the truth of the world rather than the exterior part of things, namely, eternal laws after
complicated changes which are actually simple, intrinsic, invariable and heartfelt. Therefore, “Qing” is not only the focus of Yi
Zhuan, but also a heavenly proof of Qing-orientedness of Pre-Qin Confucianism.

Key words: Yi Zhuan; Pre-Qin Confucianism; view of “Qing” ; cosmology
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